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ANNUAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE. 


A very full and extremely interesting programme was 
offered to those who were able to attend the Annual Conference 
of the L.A.A., held at the Eltham Public Library, Woolwich 
(by kind invitation of Ernest A. Baker, Esq., M.A., Borough 
Librarian), on Wednesday, June 19th, and the gathering, which 
was a complete success, was a fitting wind-up to a session 
which, judged by the amount of real good work accomplished, 
has surpassed all others. 

The proceedings proper were timed to commence at 3.30 
p-m., but Messrs. Chambers, Jackson, and Luke had kindly 
placed themselves at the disposal of any who were inclined 
to journey down to Eltham earlier in the day, an arrangement 
which enabled many members to enjoy a field-path ramble to 
Chislehurst in the morning. 

The first item in the afternoon’s programme was a visit, 
by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Bland, to Well 
Hall, a fine old mansion, at one time the residence of Margaret 
Roper, daughter of Sir Thomas More. An adjournment was 
then made to the ancient Palace of Eltham. Here the party 
was met by Mr. R. R. C. Gregory, the headmaster of the 
Eltham National Schools, who had consented to give a few 
interesting details of the ancient associations of the Palace, 
which was a Royal residence right down from Norman times 
to the reigns of the Tudors. Mr. Gregory proved himself so 
well acquainted with its history, and, moreover, managed to 
compress such a fund of historical information into the limited 
time allowed him that the visit was made deeply interesting, 
and he was heartily thanked. After Mr. Baker had photo- 
graphed the group, a move was made to Avery Hill, a beautiful 
park recently purchased by the London County Council. 

Returning to the Library, the party was entertained to 
tea, generously provided by Mr. and Mrs. Baker, and dispensed 
by Mrs. Chambers, Mrs. Parker, and Mrs. Terry. 


Evening Session. 


Tea over, the first meeting was held. Mr. W. Benson 
Thorne presided, and there was an attendance of some 60 or 70 
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members. Mr. E. A. Baker delivered an address, a summary 
of which appears on another page, on ‘‘ The Literary Training 
of the Public Librarian.’’ Mr. Baker’s position as Hon. Secre- 
tary of the Education Committee of the Library Association 
caused his remarks to be listened to with deep interest. 

A brief discussion followed. 

Mr. Stewart thought they were all agreed as to the value 
of the study of literature, but there was some question as to 
what constituted a knowledge of literature to the library 
assistant. It was much more important that an assistant 
should know where to look for information for readers than 
to know, for instance, that Burke juggled with his verbs more 
successfully than Lecky. The present syllabus of the Library 
Association was beautifully vague, and the ground covered 
by it was enormous. A paper could be set on it which would 
floor anyone, even the examiner himself if he had never seen it. 

Mr. Young urged that there was a difference between 
literature and technical education, and if there was to be an 
examination in literature it should be on the old esthetic lines. 
There was nothing more detrimental to librarianship than to 
have ignorant people engaged in it. He agreed that the 
present syllabus of the Library Association was hazy. 

Mr. Bursill said Mr. Baker had suggested the possibility 
of university men stepping in and securing some of the best 
positions in the profession. This was rather an alarming state 
of affairs to contemplate, and it behoved assistants to be more 
keen. He thought there should be a readjustment of the hours 
of working, in order that assistants might have more time for 
study. This could be done in most cases without affecting 
the work of the library. 


Mr. Peddie said it was not desirable to add to the number 
of classes already held, as assistants, with the limited time at 
their disposal, could not be expected to attend. He thought 
the Education Committee of the Library Association should 
turn its attention to the production of a series of text books. 
It would also be an advantage if the lectures delivered at the 
London School of Economics could be published for the benefit 
of provincial and other members who were unable to attend. 

Mr. Sayers thought Mr. Peddie’s suggestion was a very 
good one, but the financial position of the Library Association 
must be taken into consideration. The present syllabus was 
preposterous, and there never would be a text book to cover 
it. There should be a course of lectures on literary history, 
dealing especially with Colonial and American literature, and 
in accordance with Mr. Baker’s suggestion, in order to test 
the feeling of the meeting, he moved the following resolution :— 
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‘‘That the Library Assistants’ Association, at its twelfth 
annual meeting, is of opinion that the establishment of lectures 
in English Literary History, at hours convenient to library 
assistants, would be extremely advantageous to the profession, 
and hereby urges the Library Association to establish such 
lectures.”’ 

This was seconded by Mr. Peters, and carried unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Baker for his instructive address 
was proposed by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Hogg, and 
carried, and Mr. Baker replied. He could not understand the 
difficulty foreseen by some with regard to preliminary examina- 
tions. It was possible to have a preliminary examination in 
any subject. Mr. Bursill’s plea for a rearrangement of the 
hours of assistants was worth considering, but assistants 
should remember that regularity in the matter of study was 
more important than the amount of time devoted to it. He 
thought lectures had a value which text books had not. 

Following this meeting, the members were to have had 
a paper from Mr. P. C. Bursill (Woolwich), but it was unfor- 
tunately crowded out, and had to be taken as read. It will 
appear in an early number of this journal. 

Annual Business Meeting. 

This was the last meeting of the day. The Chairman’s 
address on ‘‘ The Progress of Librarianship during the Year,’’ 
which was to have formed a feature of the meeting, had to 
be dispensed with owing to the lateness of the hour; but at 
our suggestion Mr. Thorne has kindly amplified the notes 
upon which he had intended basing his remarks, and these 
we hope to print next month. 

There being no other nominations, the Officers were re- 
elected. The result of the ballot for Committee was announced 
as under :— 








Lonpon. PROVINCIAL. 

Elected. Elected. 
IS Ole -eneetasaninkice 112 Peplow,. W. A.. ccicssecee 106 
aR A: Serer 112 Sureties, H. G........ 103 
Stewart, J. D. a 95 
Stephen, G. A. Faraday, J. G.  cieseosss 76 
Rees, E Se ee ees 66 
Coutts, H. T. Poulter, H.W. ccscosss 61 
Bullen, R. F. Harrison, Miss B. ...... 59 
Hawkins, W. G....... 76 Courter, Te. J. ccbecccss 56 
et A rere 72 EAR. Ns. & excaxnctscesnces 55 
SS, & re 68 Stevenson, Fl. ...ccocecese 54 

Not Elected. Not Elected. 
eee 67 Purnell, TF. Bi cccsscans 53 
Oe 58 PENT, S,. _ gecscerssasncccsns 48 
Oo enemas 37 PPO, 8s TUS. ancasercisane 47 
Peters, FH. RB. ..ccccsee 28 Strother, G. We. acccsee 45 
Fletcher, E. G. ......... 27 Fareisea; G. Be scesccce $2 
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Mr. Stephen moved the resolution of which he had given 
notice, viz.:—‘‘ That the following words be deleted from 
Rule 5: after ‘ annual meeting ’ all words to ‘ power to vote,’ 
and that the following words be substituted, ‘ In addition three 
junior members of the Association shall be elected by separate 
ballot, having the same powers and privileges as ordinary 
members of the Committee.’’’ He explained that he was 
bringing this forward at the request of the junior co-opted 
members of the Committee. He was, however, entirely in 
sympathy with the resolution. The co-option of junior mem- 
bers to the Committee had been a farce, and something more 
was needed. 

Mr. Young seconded. 

The resolution was supported by Messrs. Fostall and 
Thomas, and opposed by Messrs. Chambers and Sayers, on 
the ground that it was unnecessary, because, although the 
membership was divided for subscription purposes, in every 
other respect members were equal, and there should be no 
distinction between seniors and juniors. 

The resolution was put to the meeting, and lost by 23 votes 
to 21. 

The Chairman moved the adoption of the Annual Report as 
printed in the June number of ‘‘ The Library Assistant,” 
drawing attention to the principal items therein, and expressing 
satisfaction at the result of the year’s work. Mr. Sayers 
seconded, and the report was adopted. 

A vote of thanks to the Officers and retiring Committee 
was proposed by Mr. Peddie, seconded by Mr. R. B. Wood, 
and carried unanimously, Mr. Chambers briefly replying. On 
the proposition of Mr. Thorne, seconded by Mr. Sayers, a 
vote of thanks was also accorded to the Woolwich Library 
authorities, to Mr. Baker for the interest he had taken in the 
meeting and for his hospitality, and to the Libraries staff. 
The proceedings then terminated. 


THE LITERARY TRAINING OF THE PUBLIC 
LIBRARIAN.* 


The fundamental distinction between the two main 
branches of education in librarianship, that is, between purely 
technical training and a literary and scientific education, is 
based on the dual nature of a book, which, on the one hand, 





* The substance of an address delivered by Mr. Ernest A. Baker, 
M.A., Borough Librarian, Woolwich, at the Twelfth Annual Meeting of 
the Library Assistants’ Association. 
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is a quantity of printed matter, having a certain extension, a 
certain ponderability, a certain price, a certain liability to 
accumulate dust and wear out, with other characteristics of 
material objects; but, on the other side, is an intellectual 
and spiritual thing, a collection of ideas, a bundle of emotions, 
an address to the intellect, or an appeal to the imagination. 
It is a distinction that cuts across our library systems, our 
methods of organisation, and the details of library manage- 
ment, and is, of course, the basis of the imaginary opposition 
between mechanical and administrative ability and a scholarly 
culture combined with a genuine interest in literature and 
science, as essential qualifications of the librarian. 


In reality there is no such opposition. Both kinds of 
qualifications are necessary, but the former is absolutely 
indispensable to the most elementary form of library administra- 
tion. To the librarian the care of books comes first; but on 
the other side is the reader, whose interest is solely in the 
intellectual aspect of books. A hodman may hand him his 
books, and provided he gets what he wants the reader is 
satisfied. But here a difficulty arises. A person dealing with 
books as material objects will not minister satisfactorily to 
those requiring books as spiritual and intellectual things, unless 
he is initiated, in some second-hand way perhaps, into the two- 
fold nature of books; hence titles were invented, together with 
catalogues and classification schemes, which are, in reality, 
methods of enabling the ignorant librarian to arrive at some 
means of communication with the intelligent reader. The 
literary training of the librarian simply means the training 
that teaches him to look at the book from the reader’s point of 
view. Its ultimate object is that the library should be 
organised from beginning to end as an intellectual system, an 
orderly collection of literature and science; and that the 
librarian should be qualified to act as interpreter and guide 
thereto. 


The Library Association recognises the paramount need 
for this intellectual training by placing Literary History at the 
head of its syllabus. Once realise that we are dealing with 
thoughts and ideas as well as with books as material things, 
and the supreme importance of intellectual training is obvious; 
buf the Library Association has had to compromise, because 
the introduction of an ideal course of training takes time, 
especially with so many practical difficulties to contend with. 
It accordingly began by asking for a thorough knowledge of 
the technical side of librarianship, which is admittedly the 
basis, insisting only on a leavening of literary knowledge. 
But as time goes on it is inevitable that, while the business 
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side of library work must not be neglected, the intellectual, 
that is, the literary and scientific side, will come into greater 
prominence. Last year, at Bradford, the speaker sketched his 
ideas of the future evolution of our present syllabus, and was 
strongly criticised; but his paper represented, he ventured to 
think, the main lines on which education in librarianship will 
develop if it makes any advance at all. The proposed syllabus 
is not really so formidable as it looks. The preliminary course 
would be a means of easing over the difficulties; the ‘‘ post- 
graduate ’’ course is for those alone who propose to specialise. 
Mark Pattison’s celebrated dictum was not so much a caution 
against reading as against specialisation. In libraries of the 
old order the chief librarians were scholars and specialists, and 
it is not recorded that they were failures in their profession. 
In the libraries of the near future there will be once more 
room for scholars; scholars, indeed, will be needed if these 
libraries are to be universities for the people. The library is 
bound to become more and more liberally organised, and the 
value of special knowledge in the right place will be vastly 
enhanced; while in smaller libraries a general but thoroughly 
adequate knowledge of literature and science will be necessary 
for efficient administration. 


Taking these facts into consideration, it is much to the 
interest of assistants that the Education Committee should 
gradually strengthen the syllabus on the literary and scientific 
side. At present, it may be, the public library is not booming. 
Assistants complain that promotion is slow, and opportunities 
few. There is doubtless room for a general improvement, 
but it is possible that we are on the eve, or nearly on the eve, 
of a great reformation, a reformation that will probably 
come from the outside. One of these days there will be a 
new Public Libraries Bill, and it is possible that it will not 
be initiated by the Library Association. We are constantly 
complaining of the unjust opinions expressed by critics in 
newspapers and reviews. The critics think too much attention 
is paid to the mechanical side of the craft, a side of which 
they are blissfully ignorant, and too little to intellectual advance 
and the progress of learning. These opinions may be utterly 
wrong, or they may be only exaggerated, but they are the 
opinions that will have weight in the reform movement which 
may be foretold, and it behoves librarians and library assis- 
tants to do something to forestall them. The recent reforms 
in elementary education, which were not brought about by the 
teachers, had the effect of requiring higher standards of quali- 
fication from teachers. Probably the same thing will come to 
pass in the library world, and therefore the improvement and 
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advance of ou: system of training is a move in our own 
defence ; otherwise we may see university men taking the best 
posts, and the assistants of to-day will not be the chief 
librarians of to-morrow. 





JUNE MEETING OF THE YORKSHIRE BRANCH. 


A fairly well attended and very enjoyable meeting of the 
Yorkshire Branch of the L.A.A. was held in the Art Gallery 
of the Huddersfield Public Library, by kind permission of the 
Library and Art Gallery Committee, aud by invitation of Mr. 
A. G. Lockett, the Chief Librarian, on Thursday, June 20th. 
The towns represented were Dewsbury, Huddersfield, Hull, 
Keighley and Leeds. Councillor G. Thompson, the Chairman 
of the Library Committee, entertained the members to tea, 
after which he delivered an interesting address on books and 
literature in general. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
Councillor Thomson for his hospitality, and Mr. Lockett was 
also thanked for the kind way in which he had received the 
Association. The members were conducted over the library, 
which is worked on the open access system, and were greatly 
interested. 

At the subsequent meeting Mr. G. W. Strother, of Leeds, 
the president of the branch, was in the chair, and he was sup- 
ported by Mr. J. B. Ellison, also of Leeds, the secretary of 
the branch. Routine business was transacted, and it was de- 
cided that the next meeting should be held in Hull towards 
the end of September. 

Mr. Ellison then read a paper on “‘ Library Extension 
Work.’’ He said that by library extension he meant such 
work undertaken by the librarian and staff other than ordinary 
routine with the distinct aim of making the library more 
popular and bringing the true value of books home to the 
public. They were all agreed that library extension should be 
an important factor in their library scheme if they intended to 
prove themselves thoroughly up-to-date. They, therefore, re- 
quired more of the business spirit about their libraries, and he 
felt sure that some method of advertisement by extension work 
would have to be adopted. He asked them to waive the legal 
question respecting lectures. They were all well aware of the 
facts of the case, which, after all, only bore upon the financial 
side, and not upon the actual policy. As to the library lectures 
it was only too true that books did not teach the use of books. 
The art of extracting what was important or instructive in any 
book could not be learned in a short time, hence invaluable as 
the art of reading was as an enlightenment, its highest uses 
could only be obtained by a certain method, which would 
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separate the wheat from the chaff. He maintained that a 
library lecture would do that, and was, therefore, a distinct and 
valuable aid to library efficiency. Lectures in connection with 
public libraries were fast becoming a prominent feature, and 
were of immense value as an advertisement. As to the sub- 
jects of the lectures he suggested Dante’s ‘‘ Paradise,”’ 
character studies in Shakespeare, eminent naturalists, Dickens, 
and Thackeray, Greek art, novelists of the nineteenth century, 
the Waverley novels, etc. The fact that lectures were coming 
more and more into use in public libraries was seen from the 
number of new libraries which were built with lecture rooms 
attached. By letting off those rooms for various purposes the 
librarian could easily defray the cost of his own evenings. 
Failing a lecture room they could easily spare a magazine or a 
newsroom for an evening monthly or fortnightly. As for the 
reading lists, the main object of such a list was to attract 
attention and encourage people to use the library, and thus 
prove that they were alive to the topics of the day. Referring 
to holiday books, he said a reading list should be produced 
giving all the books on holidays in Great Britain. They might 
divide the list into counties or districts, and annotate wherever 
the title was obscure. There was also another feature, namely, 
a short list of fiction dealing with the counties, for example, 
he might mention Mary Linskill’s and Halliwell Sutcliffe’s 
stories of Yorkshire. He knew that by introducing fiction he had 
given his critics a handle, yet he held that fiction was true 
holiday reading, and by partaking of a book dealing with that 
part of the country where at present residing, one was gaining 
an insight into the local characters of the district. In conclu- 
sion, he appealed to those present to join in the discussion, and 
hoped that those who had had personal experience in the work 
would state it. By such co-operation they were all bound to 
learn something which would benefit them individually, and 
prove the true aim of their society. 

A discussion followed, a point which was emphasised by 
several speakers being that library lectures would be of great 
service to those members of the public who were diffident in 
regard to asking for information about books on particular 
subjects. 

Mr. Ellison replied to the discussion, and was thanked for 
his paper. 


SURVEY OF THE MONTH. 
By THE Hon. SECRETARY. 
The Twelfth Annual Meeting has come and gone, leaving 
all those who were fortunate enough to attend some very 
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pleasant memories. Mr. E. A. Baker spared nothing to make 
the whole function most enjoyable, and his arrangements were 
most thoroughly appreciated. We were fortunate in being 
able to view the capital exhibition in book-production at the 
Eltham Library, one of the first fruits of the growing spirit of 
lilrary co-operation. This exhibition, initiated by Mr. A. J. 
Philip, of Gravesend, came into being by the joint action of the 
Gravesend, Woolwich, Folkestone and other libraries, and is 
being exhibited in turn at each of these places. We should 
like to record our thanks to Mr. R. R. C. Gregory, of Eltham, 
who gave us an interesting description of the history of Eltham 
Palace—a description prepared with a careful view to our in- 
terest, seeing that Mr. Gregory included an outline of the 
scope of the library of Edward IV. The Business Meeting was 
a most successful one, the whole of the year’s record being as 
satisfactory as we could wish. The resolution in favour of the 
Library Association establishing lectures in English Literary 
History is an important motion, and one that if carried into 
effect will do away with the long-standing grievance that no 
clear indication of the examiner’s requirements in this subject 
is given in the published syllabus. Lectures would remedy 
that. For the next month or two the majority of library 
assistants will be engrossed by the all-absorbing topic of holi- 
days. Some quiet but strenuous Committee work must be 
done in this interval of holidays, and, although prophecy is not 
an infallible art, we may venture to predict a most interesting 
Thirteenth Session. One feature will be the presence of ladies 
on the programme; another will be an extended time for dis- 
cussions. However, as it is holiday time, we will postpone the 
consideration of these matters. The Library Association 
is moving in the matter of a revived Summer School. We had 
hoped that it would be held this year. This, however, is not 
to be the case, but a careful scheme has been outlined for 1908. 
The Editor informs us that this outline will appear next 
month; it has several unique features. The _ enter- 
prise of our Yorkshire brethren commands special commenda- 
tion. A meeting was held at Huddersfield on June 20th, at the 
invitation of the Chief Librarian, and the members were enter- 
tained to tea by the Chairman of the Library Committee. The 
circular announcing the meeting and containing the programme 
of the day, together with the synopsis of Mr. J. B. Ellison’s 
paper on ‘‘ Library Extension Work ’’ which was read at the 
Meeting, is equal to the best traditions of the Association. 
The general success of the Branch is a source of great satis- 
faction to us. The election of two members to the General 
Committee is also a significant fact. About half of the 
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members entitled to vote exercised their privilege at the recent 
election. We are unable to account for this result. The 
apathy, about which so much has been written and said, cer- 
tinly is not a failing of the Association as a whole. We can 
only conclude that at least half of our members failed to appre- 
ciate the fact that the Committee is the mainspring of the 
Association, that upon the election depends its future policy. 
Next year we hope there will be at least thirty candidates for 
each of the London and non-London divisions, and that every 
member will muster up sufficient energy to vote. An in- 
teresting ‘‘ Special Report ’’ on the relative merits of charging 
systems is to hand from Aberdeen. It has useful appendices 
of size, income, issue and losses of books from _ various 
libraries. It is perhaps the fairest statement of the case yet 
made, and although we think the writer is not cognizant of 
one or two factors, it handles a controversial question without 
controversy. It is in the library of the L.A.A. The Croydon 
Public Libraries ‘‘ Handbook of Information and Reader’s 
Companion ”’ consists of about sixty brevier pages, describing 
the methods, facilities, and activities of the Libraries in detail. 
It is illustrated by plans, and is fully indexed. The Library 
Association Record for June is the most interesting number 
we have seen for a long time. A personal note is introduced 
in a series of brief articles to be continued month by month 
under the editorship of Messrs. E. A. Baker and G. T. Shaw 
entitled ‘‘ Current Views.’’ Mr. Hulme describes the Library 
of the L.A., and Mr. W. E. A. Axon the Thomas Greenwood 
Library for Librarians at Manchester. Mr. Hopwood’s 
valuable exposition of the notation of the Brussels Institute 
Classification also appears, and—greatest innovation of all—a 
synopsis of the work of the Council is published. We are glad 
to see the L.A. is organising a crusade against the uninformed 
attacks on libraries which often appear in the public press. 
The June Library World has an article by Mr. A. J. Hawkes, 
of Bournemouth, in which after a few laboured truisms he 
sketches an excellent practical means of drawing attention in 
lending library books to cognate reference books. The idea 
is not new, but deserves resuscitation. There are humorous 
articles on ‘‘ Unfrequented Paths in Classification ’’ and women 
in libraries, and a dignified answer to Douglas Hartham’s 
diatribe on ‘‘ Lovely Woman in the Library.’’ There are 
times, we think, when silence is the most fitting reply. The 
enterprise of some members of the Glasgow staff is described 
in an account of The Unit, a manuscript magazine of practical 
notes on librarianship they have issued. There is also a ‘‘ Note 
on Paper.’’ The Library Journal for May contains as its 
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principal article a description of ‘‘ Public Documents as a 
Library Resource ’’ by Mr. C. W. Smith, and among its other 
papers is an interesting account of the ‘‘ Care and Disposal of 
Duplicates ’’ by Mr. H. R. Mead. Public Libraries for June is 
largely concerned with limiting access to shelves, and the 
question of college libraries. The most interesting article is 
one by Mr. J. M. Drake on ‘‘ Student Privileges in a Public 
Library.”’ 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


The Annual Report of the Finsbury Public Libraries contains an in- 
teresting account of the work among juveniles. The resolution of the 
Committee empowering scholars attending a school within the borough 
recognised by the Board of Education, and working in the fifth or a 
higher standard, to borrow books from the Central Juvenile Library on 
the recommendation of their head teachers, has been taken advantage of 
by 681 scholars during the eleven months it has been in force. During 
the year 28,431 volumes were issued from this department as against 
17,285 for the previous year. ‘The number of volumes available for children 
is now 2,237, and the total number of juvenile borrowers was 1,293, an 
increase of 592 qver last year. In the Annual Report of the Stoke Newing- 
ton Public Libraries Committee regret is expressed at the increase of the 
net book system, and the consequent reduction of the purchasing power of 
the amount at the disposal of the Committee. All orders for new net 
books are now placed with local booksellers. We are glad to note that 
the Committee gives credit to those members of the staff who were suc- 
cessful in passing the examination of the Library Association. This should 
be done in every Report. We know it frequently is done, but more often 
no mention is made of successes. The Ninth Annual Report of the 
Brooklyn Public Library is as valuable as American reports always are, 
but lack of space forbids a detailed notice. Other Reports are to hand 
from Waterloo-with-Seaforth, Hereford, Battersea, Bournemouth and 
Kendal. 

Library Magazines have been received from Walthamstow, Bootle, 
Brooklyn, Pratt Institute (Brooklyn), Willesden Green, Croydon, Pittsburgh, 
Nottingham, Leyton, Wisconsin and Manchester. We also have before us 
the catalogue of the Gleave Bronté Collection at the Moss Side Free 
Library, Manchester, and an interesting pamphlet from the Carnegie 
Library, Pittsburgh, entitled *‘ A bit of History, with some Pictures,’’ an 
account of the library movement in that town, with illustrations of the 
libraries. 

Mr. Alex. J. Philip, Librarian, Gravesend, has written the Homeland 
Handbook to Gravesend, a copy of which we have received from the 
Town Clerk. 





THE L.A.A. LIBRARY. 


The Librarian (Mr. A. H. Carter) desires to acknowledge the receipt 
of the following, as donations to the Library :—Aberdeen Public Library: 
Special Report on Indicators, Open Access, etc. (per Mr. G. M. Fraser); 
Croydon Public Libraries: 18th Annual Report, 1906-7 (per Mr. W. C. B. 
Sayers); Camberwell Public Libraries: Catalogues of Nunhead and North 
Camberwell Libraries (per Mr. W. J. Vellenoweth). 











320 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ The Library Assistant.”’ 


Sir,—As a cguntry member of the L.A.A. it is a source of regret to 
me that, owing to the expense, I am unable to attend any of the London 
meetings of the Association. Two functions in the year I should especially 
like to attend, viz.: the Annual Meeting and the Annual Dinner, but for 
the reason just given I am debarred, because, in addition to the railway 
fare to town, hotel expenses for a night have to be reckoned. It has 
occurred to me that some of the London members might be willing to 
accommodate for a night any provincial members who had previously 
expressed a desire to attend these meetings. I believe if they would do so 
many would attend who at present cannot think of it. The plan suggested 
is adopted by many religious and political bodies in connection with their 
London meetings; unless a delegate’s expenses are paid accommodation is 
generally found, and I should like to see our Association institute some- 
thing of the kind, if only as an experiment. Shortly before the two 
meetings referred to it would be necessary for the Hon. Secretary to ask 
those who were willing to provide accommodation and those who wished 
to take advantage of it to send their names to him, and the rest would 
be easy. 

A PROVINCIAL. 


APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS. 


+Roperts, Mr. F. Meaden, Librarian, Mile End Library, Stepney, to be 
Librarian, Whitechapel, Stepney. 

Weare, Mr. W., Librarian, Whitechapel, Stepney, to be Librarian, St. 
George-in-the-East, Stepney. 

*GouLpEN, Mr. H., Junior Assistant, Goole, to be Assistant, Torquay. 

Gricssy, Mr. E. C., Librarian-in-Charge, South Norwood Branch, Croy- 
don, to be Librarian and Secretary of the Croydon Literary and 
Scientific Institution. 

*Bonner, Mr. F. H., Senior Assistant, Central Lending Library, Croydon, 
to be Librarian-in-Charge, South Norwood Branch. 

*Twort, Mr. H. A., Junior Assistant, to be a Senior Assistant, Centra! 
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